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✓Trees are an important public resource, enhancing:
✓Quality of life & welfare
✓The physical, historical & aesthetic environment

✓Planting & preserving trees provides:
✓Health benefits
✓Clean air & water
✓Reduced energy costs & increased property values

✓To encourage tree preservation & the planting
of new trees

✓To contribute to green infrastructure

WHY HAVE A TREE 
ORDINANCE?
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Applicant contacts 
City for permit

General Property 
Maintenance-

Contact Parks Dept.

Site Visit

Approved—
Fees/Conditions 

Explained

Posting of Permit

Denied—3rd Party 
Arborist Report 

Required

Determination Based 
on Report

Development Project

Approval by 
Community 

Development or 
Planning Commission

Fee Payment

Posting of Permit

TREE REMOVAL
PERMITTING PROCESS



✓A permit is required to remove any
regulated tree:
✓Principal Native Trees: Coast Live Oak, Valley Oak, Madrone, 

Coast Redwood, Bay Laurel & Buckeye having a single main 
stem or trunk of 10" or more DBH.*

✓All other species with a main stem or trunk of
14" or more DBH.*

✓Multi-stemmed trees totaling eighteen (18) inches or 
more DBH.*

✓*DBH: the diameter of a tree at breast height, 
measured across the face of the trunk at 4.5 feet above 
the natural grade.

WHEN IS A TREE REMOVAL
PERMIT REQUIRED?
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WHEN IS A TREE REMOVAL
PERMIT REQUIRED?
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ONLINE PERMIT
APPLICATION

www.belmont.gov/trees



3/11/2022 Belmont Tree Ordinance 7

E-TRAKIT
PERMITTING



WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE
PERMIT REQUEST 
APPOINTMENT
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• Tree is in poor condition/end of life span, diseased or 
infested.

• Tree species is undesirable due to characteristics such 
as invasiveness, tendency toward limb failure, & fire 
hazard.

• Tree is damaging or interfering with existing structures, 
site improvements, or utility services.

• Proximity of tree to existing or proposed structures.

• Removal of the tree is needed to construct 
improvements or otherwise allow conforming use of 
the property.

CRITERIA SUPPORTING
REMOVAL

93/11/2022 Belmont Tree Ordinance



• Tree is located outside of the developable area of 
the property.

• Tree & its location contribute substantially to the 
aesthetic appeal of the property or neighborhood.

• The effect of the requested removal on the 
remaining number, species, size, & location of 
existing trees both on the site & in the area, 
including trees mutually dependent on each other 
for survival, structural integrity, or aesthetics.

CRITERIA SUPPORTING
RETENTION
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TREES EXEMPT
FROM CRITERIA
(PERMIT STILL REQUIRED)

✓Blue Gum Eucalyptus 
✓Dwarf Blue Gum 

Eucalyptus

✓Monterey Pine
✓Palm (all species)
✓Acacia (all species)

✓Dead trees (all species)
✓Any tree a public utility 

is required to remove 
under CA Public Utility 
Commission regulations
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EMERGENCY TREE 
REMOVALS

✓Apply for a permit 
through eTRAKIT

✓Attach photo of 
failing/fallen tree to 
permit

✓Call (650) 595-7441 
to expedite request
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TREE REPLACEMENT
REQUIREMENT

• One replacement tree per 
tree removed

• 15-gallon size container

• May be planted anywhere 
on property (not 
necessarily in the same 
location of the tree 
removed! )

• No species requirement, 
but Preferred Species List 
available at 
www.belmont.gov/trees

• In-lieu fee for not planting 
a replacement:
$531 per tree



3/11/2022 Belmont Tree Ordinance 14

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS/
CONCERNS

• Can I prune my 
neighbor's tree?

• The tree is growing on 
the property line

• The tree is growing on 
City property 
(open space, median, 
etc.) and is blocking 
my view



THOUGHTFUL 
PLANTING FOR 
HAPPY TREES



THE RIGHT 
TREE FOR THE 
LOCATION



MONTEREY 
PINE



RED TURPENTINE BEETLES
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RED 
TURPENTINE 
BEETLES



WESTERN OAK
BARK BEETLES
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WESTERN OAK BARK BEETLES
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WOOD DECAY
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THANK YOU!


